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arts and products, anthropologists have devoted their attention mainly to the physical characters of the human races; it must, I think, be admitted that the study of these yields in importance to ffiae study of their psychical characters.    The general conclusions to which the first set of inquiries may lead, cannot so much affect our views respecting the highest classes of phenomena as can the general conclusions to which the second set may lead.    A true theory of the human mind vitally concerns us; and   systematic   comparisons   of   human   minds, differing in their kinds  and grades, will help us  in forming a true theory.   Knowledge of the reciprocal relations between the characters of men and the characters of the societies they form, must influence profoundly our ideas of political arrangements.    When the interdependence of individual natures and social structures is understood, our conceptions of the changes now taking place, and hereafter to take place, will be rectified.   A comprehension of mental development as a process of adaptation to social conditions, which |re continually remoulding the  mind and are again remoulded by it, will conduce to a salutary consciousness of the remoter effects produced by institutions .upon  character ; and will check the grave mischiefs which ignorant legislation noir causes.   Lastly, a right theory of mental evolution as exhibited by humanity jt large, giving a key,-as it does, to the evolution of the individual mind, must help to rationalize our perverse methods of education; and so to raise intellectual power and moral nature.